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Winter

Habitat

River ofters use a variety of habitats. They frequent
lakes amd ponds bat usually live in marshes and
abong wooded rivers and streams.

Otters live in dens, usually borrowed from beavers,

muskrits, or woodchucks. Dens have openings
above water in summer, bl in winter these are
closed and the only entrance is below water. The
entrance opens up o a karge nest chamber, which
may have 4 bare Aoor or a sight accumulation of
leaves or grass.

spring
Diet

Qbers are camivores (e
eaters). They eat mostly fish,
amphibians, snakes, waler insects,
sicils, worms, small mammals,
birds, frogs, turtles, any squatic
invertebrates, and crustaceans
{animeals with shells). Diters
typically hunt by diving and chasing
fish or by digging in the bottom of
ponds and streams.
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Summer Fall

Fun Otter Facts

* (bers are cxpert swimmers and divers, swimming at an average specd of 7
mibes per hour and staving underwater for up o 2 minoies.
= North American river odbers can dive o a depth of 60 feer

= Baby otters are called pups and are helpless af birth,
# An odter has 2 to 6 babics in a litter per vear,

» The largest of the 13 species of oiter is the giant otter, reaching 4 length of up to
i feet and Known in Peru as the river wolf.

* The smablest otter is the Asian small-chawed odter and grows to abowt 24 inchis.




