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A planetarium theatre … a world-class observatory and telescope … a lobby gallery ...
science lab & classrooms … an open-air observation deck … ADA compliant facilities ...
astronomy and research offices … all accessed by a walk in the woods.
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What’s New & Next?
Let’s reach for the stars together.
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Our cover for this winter edition
of NEXT Quarterly Magazine
shows you the new Planetarium
& Observatory Center Phase II
vision for what lies ahead. We
have just $5.5 million left to raise
to reach our $15 million Campaign
for Future Generations Goal. We
joyously delivered upon Phase I, on time and on budget, by bringing you the
magnificent Knobloch Family Farmhouse complex in November 2018.
• For so many of you, there is a very personal connection to the Stamford
Museum & Nature Center. You recognize the value of our unique and
differentiated educational programming and on-site riches that we share
with all who enter here.
• The Phase II Planetarium & Observatory Center will revitalize and restore
a core pillar of our Mission, and bring our Astronomy programs together
under the same roof for the first time in our history.
• Our enhanced STEAM curriculum will support state education standards
and solidify our position as the premier destination for astronomy and
science education. Please advocate in our community for this extraordinary
science facility.
• While our historic Gregory-Maksutov telescope will safely move to
The Astronomical Lyceum in Magdalena, New Mexico, we will still own it
and enjoy real-time access and “dark sky“ images through the magic of
technology. Our new Observatory will have contemporary lunar and solar
telescopes for sky viewing.
• The new Planetarium & Observatory Center will benefit our schools,
public programs, adult enrichment, and community events. What a
resource to have this science education programming in our backyards.
We seek support from all who stand behind our community’s leading
projects. Our success depends on private and corporate donations, funding
from the City of Stamford and State of Connecticut, and the advocacy of friends
like you who recognize the lasting cultural impact this Center will have for all time.
Sending every good wish to you and yours,

Harry Day
President, Board of Directors

Melissa H. Mulrooney
Chief Executive Officer

Events in Brief

ONGOING

The Artistry of Jacques Pépin Exhibition
Daily through January 30
Robert Dash: Food for Thought Exhibition
Daily beginning February 18

MEMBERS ONLY!
Jan 13 Nights Out: Meet our New Curator
Thu, 6 – 7 pm

FEBRUARY 27 and
MARCH 6 & 13
12 EcoWork Volunteer Day
Sat, 10am – 12pm

Jan 27 Nights Out: Paint Like Pépin
Sat, 6 – 7 pm

17 Opening Reception: Robert Dash
Food for Thought – Micro Views of
Sustenance: Threats and Prospects
Thu, 6 – 8 pm

Feb 25 Family Maple Boildown
Fri, 6 – 7:30 pm

18 Vacation Drop Off Day
Fri, 9 am – 12 pm

JANUARY
8-29 Wonder Art Mini Masters
Saturdays, 10 – 11 am
11-2/1 Wonder Art Mini Masters
Tuesdays, 9:45 – 10:30 am or 10:45 – 11:30 am
15 MLK Weekend Workshop:
WILD Keeper for the Day
Sat, 11am – 12pm or 1 – 2 pm
15 MLK Weekend Workshop: Slime Time
Sat, 11am – 12pm or 1 – 2pm
16 MLK Weekend Workshop:
Snakes of the World
Sun, 11am – 12pm or 1 – 2pm
16 MLK Weekend Workshop:
Farmer for the Day
Sun, 11am – 12pm or 1 – 2pm
17 MLK Weekend Workshop: Slime Time
Mon, 11am – 12pm or 1 – 2pm
17 MLK Weekend Workshop:
Farmer for the Day
Mon, 11am – 12pm or 1 – 2pm
22 Radical Reptiles
Sat, 2 – 3 pm
24 Farmergarten begins
Mondays & Wednesdays 9am – 12pm

FEBRUARY
3 Nights Out: Pasta Making Class &
Supper with Silvia Baldini
Thu, 7 – 9 pm
6 SuperbOWL Sunday
Sun, Session I: 12:30 – 1pm
Session II: 2 – 3pm
Session III: 3 – 4pm
Many interior photos thanks to Belinda Sheets,
Mary Trehan and SM&NC Staff.

Fest Sundays

21 Vacation Break Out Day:
Presidents & Pancakes
Mon, 11 am – 3 pm
26 Extreme Maple Syrup: Session I
Sat, 2 – 3:30 pm
27 First County Bank Maple Sugar Fest Sunday
Sun, 10 am – 2 pm

MARCH
1-4/5 Wonder Art Spring I
Tuesdays, 9:30 – 10:15 am or 10:30 – 11:15 am
3 Nights Out: Maple Boildown
Thu, 6 – 8pm
3-4/7 Wonder Art Spring I
Thursdays, 9:30 – 10:15 am or 10:30 – 11:15 am
5 Extreme Maple Syrup: Session II
Sat, 2 – 3:30 pm
6 First County Bank Maple Sugar Fest Sunday
Sun, 10 am – 2 pm
12 EcoWork Volunteer Day
Sat, 10am – 12 pm
13 First County Bank Maple Sugar Fest Sunday
Sun, 10 am – 2 pm
20 Seed Sowing for Spring
Sun, 2 – 3 pm
25 Amphibian Amble Session I
Fri, 6:30 – 7:30 pm

APRIL
1 Amphibian Amble Session II
Fri, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
19- Wonder Art Spring II
5/24 Tuesdays, 9:30 – 10:15 am or 10:30 – 11:15 am
21- Wonder Art Spring II
5/26 Thursdays, 9:30 – 10:15 am or 10:30 – 11:15 am
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE

www.StamfordAdvocate.com | Sunday, November 7, 2021 | Since 1829 | $3.00

$10M could turn dilapidated Stamford Observatory
into rival for NYC’s Hayden Planetarium
by Verónica Del Valle

STAMFORD — Behind a locked
fence at the Stamford Museum
& Nature Center, there’s a dusty
building shrouded by trees.
Its whitewashed facade and
silo have grown ashen over the
years. Next to the front entrance,
behind a formidable pillar, the
words “Stamford Observatory”
are emblazoned on the wall and
encrusted in coppery rust.
The nature center has barred community members from entering
the dilapidated facility — which
had been open for more than 40
years — for three years. But while
the building sat empty, the Stamford Museum & Nature Center
has worked on a plan to bring the
dusty edifice straight into the 21st
century through a multi-million
dollar renovation plan backed by
community members, scientists
and the government at large.
“We’re doing this project ... to
be of service to the community,”
Stamford Museum CEO Melissa
Mulrooney said.
Mulrooney pitches service to
the community through science
education as the cornerstone of
the observatory renovation, which
the organization thinks will cost
$10 million. The finished center
will include dedicated classroom
space, a planetarium with 125
seats and an outdoor observation
deck.
A pivotal part of the project
involves moving the observatory’s
current telescope to its new home:
A historical telescope museum in
New Mexico. From the Southwest,
where there is less light pollution,
the Stamford Museum & Nature
Center can take advantage of the
clear sky.
“The Stamford Observatory will
get the use of (the telescope)
remotely for imaging,” Bart Fried,
an amateur astronomer and historic telescope expert, said. Fried
helped facilitate the deal between
3

Stamford Museum & Nature Center CEO Melissa Mulrooney poses with Board of
Directors President Harry Day and former Lieutenant Gov. Michael Fedele by the
aging Stamford Observatory on Monday, Nov. 1, 2021. Mulrooney wants to take the
organization’s decommissioned observatory into the 21st by building at $10 million
facility that could rival New York City’s Hayden Planetarium.

the museum and New Mexico’s
Astronomical Lyceum. “They kill
two birds with one stone: They
move the telescope out of the way
and save it. And at the same time,
they’ll get to use it again to really
little or no cost to them.”
The observatory isn’t the Stamford Museum’s only large-scale
modernization project. In fact, it’s
part of a bigger move to freshen
the museum’s public face.
Though the plans for the new
observatory have started picking
up speed recently, the idea’s
origins are more than a decade
old. The nature center floated a
joint observatory and planetarium
as a goal in its 2008 Master Plan
for future upgrades.
The nature center completed the
first part of its remodel project in
November 2018 after just over a
year of construction and about
$5 million. The three-year-old
Knobloch Family Farmhouse —
named after museum benefactor
William Knobloch — includes an
outdoor classroom, a cidery and a
maple sugar house.

While the Stamford Museum uses
the farmhouse for its programming, the complex also provides
a significant revenue stream for
the center as a whole because
one of the property’s cornerstone
feature: a great hall boxed in with
floor-to-ceiling windows. In addition, there’s a professional kitchen
attached to the back that makes
the space adaptable for private
events.
All these features, Mulrooney
bets, have the potential to turn
Stamford into a hot spot for
cultural tourism.
“Nowhere in the mid-Atlantic
region is there a feature like this,”
she told the city’s Planning Board
at a meeting in late October. While
there are other observatories scattered across the region, including
one at Greenwich’s Julian Curtiss
School, Mulrooney said that
Stamford’s will be more advanced
and more accessible to the public.
For example, Yale University has
a planetarium and observatory,
but the school limits the public’s
use of the space. Then there’s the
famed Hayden Planetarium at

THE SKY’S NO LIMIT
Stamford Advocate | Sunday, November 7, 2021
That accessibility will help foster a
whole new generation of potential
scientists, according to Bart Fried,
an amateur astronomer and historic
telescope expert.
“You never know where the next
professional astronomer is going to
come from,” Fried said. “You never
know which kid is going to look
through an eyepiece and look at
Jupiter and be stunned and never
forget it and decide to go into a
science career.”

Stamford Museum & Nature Center CEO Melissa Mulrooney wants to take the
organization’s decommissioned observatory into the 21st by building at $10 million
facility that could rival New York City’s Hayden Planetarium.

the Museum of Natural History in
Manhattan. But even one of the
country’s most famous planetariums has its downside, according
to Mulrooney.
“Because of all the light pollution
in the sky and the rumbling
subway in the ground,” the center
cannot house a telescope, she said.
On top of that, getting children
into New York City can present a
challenge for schools and groups,
especially those from farther away.
“We’ve been putting our kids in
buses and riding down the West
Side Highway to go to the Museum of Natural History for a visit:
That is unsatisfactory,” Mulrooney
told planning board members.
Instead of shepherding children
from Stamford and beyond onto
charter buses into the city, Mulrooney imagines them meandering up Scofieldtown Road to the
museum’s new facility. There, she
envisions kids spending longer
days learning about the stars
instead of spending hours on
transportation.
Before Stamford becomes a
gateway to the stars, however,
the nature center needs to finish
raising money to complete the
project. The nature center has
raised almost $9.9 million of
the total $15 million required to
complete the two projects.
The Stamford Museum planned
to raise $5 million each from the
state, city and private investors.
So far, it has gathered $5.75
million from the state, $2.75
million from donors and $1.385

million from Stamford’s municipal
budget.
The list of private contributors
touches all corners of public and
private life. Among the investors
are former Lieutenant Gov.
Michael Fedele and wife Carol,
Mill River Collaborative President
Arthur Selkowitz and Board of
Finance Chairman Richard Freedman, according to documents
provided by the Stamford Museum. The Aquarion Water Company
gave to the project, along with
Fedele’s insurance company
Odyssey Re and Stamford-based
First County Bank.
Mulrooney and the museum
has asked the city for $4 million
through Stamford’s capital budget
process to round out its budget to
complete the final phase. However, given the significant amount
of money tied to the project,
Mulrooney acknowledged that she
would have to work with the next
mayor to secure the necessary
funds.
Funds aside, some of the experts
the nature center has recruited as
advisers on this project say that a
resource like a planetarium could
inspire a whole new generation of
local interest in the sciences.
Once the facility is complete, “to
spend the whole day there, it
would be easy,” said Dr. Sarbani
Basu, a Yale astronomer involved
with the project. “It’s easy to look
at the art gallery and look at the
animals,” she said. “Then you take
a planetarium show, maybe go at
night to look at the night sky.”

Stamford Museum & Nature Center CEO
Melissa Mulrooney with Board of Directors
President Harry Day and former Lieutenant
Gov. Michael Fedele on Monday, Nov. 1, 2021.

Verónica Del Valle is a reporter covering growth and development for the
Stamford Advocate and economic
mobility for Hearst Connecticut Media
Group. Verónica graduated in 2020
from American University, where she
earned both her bachelors and masters degrees. Her work has appeared
in NPR and The Washington Post.

Op
ED ini
o
ITO
RIA n
L

Sta

Tue

mf

sda

ord

y, N

ove

Ad

mb

voc

er 9

ate

, 20

21

“Thumbs up
to reinventing the
Stamford Observatory...
The project has inviting
potential, as the public has
limited access to similar facilities
such as Yale University’s planetarium
and observatory.”

ADULT PROGRAMMING

Nights
Out
Social & Cultural
Events for Adults

MEMBERS ONLY
Members Only: Meet Our New Curator
Thursday, January 13 | 6 – 7 pm
Maeve Lawler is our new Curator of Collections & Exhibitions
at the Stamford Museum & Nature Center. She graduated from
the University of New Hampshire with a bachelor’s degree in
art history and received her master’s degree in modern art,
connoisseurship, and the history of the art market from Christie’s
Education in New York City. Following stints at Christie’s and
Marlborough Gallery, Maeve worked for 11 years at Acquavella
Galleries, which specializes in Impressionist and Modern
European art and Post-War American painting and sculpture.
Members: FREE

Members Only: Paint Like Pépin
Thursday, January 27 | 6 – 8 pm
Join us for a fun and relaxing night of watercolor painting
flavored by Jacques Pépin’s masterful use of color and
whimsical technique. You’ll use watercolors to evoke scenes
or subjects of your own inspiration in the charming style of
our current exhibition,”The Artistry of Jacques Pépin.”
All materials will be provided. Refreshments, wine and
nibbles will be served.
Members: $35
5

Farmer for the Evening

Mixed Media Nights Out

Pasta Making with Silvia

ADULT PROGRAMS FOR ALL
Maple Boildown
Thursday, March 3 | 6 – 8 pm
Did you know that the SM&NC is one of only two
official maple sugar producers in Fairfield County?
Come see first-hand how maple syrup is made in
our very own Sugar House + Cidery, from the 100+
mature maple trees found right here on our 118acre campus. Enjoy an adults-only evening of Maple
Sugaring featuring fresh syrup tastings along with
maple beer, maple whiskey, and a maple-inspired
snack box. Space is limited for social distancing. All
tastings will comply with current state guidelines.
Members: $25

Non-Members: $30

Pasta Making Class & Supper with
“Chopped” Champion Silvia Baldini
Thursday, February 3 | 6 – 8 pm
Creating the perfect handmade pasta is a combination
of art and science, but it needn’t be intimidating. Dive
in hands first with chef and “Chopped” Champion,
Silvia Baldini, and learn simple steps to a variety of
shapes, styles and textures. Class will be followed by
a feast of our own creation. Former Chef at the Ritz in
London, Silvia is the founder of Strawberry & Sage, and
a member of the prestigious Les Dames d’Escoffier NY.
Members: $100

Non-Members: $110

TREAT YOURSELF TO SM&NC “Nights OUT” ADULT PROGRAMS

Dynamic adult programming that’s all about enjoying social connection,
cultural exploration, continued learning, flavor and fun. Always an inspired gift idea.
Additional details and registration at www.stamfordmuseum.org/nights-out
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ART AT THE SM&NC

The Artistry of

Jacques Pépin
through

January 30, 2022

While Jacques Pépin is
revered worldwide
for his cooking, his
artwork is lessknown but equally
compelling, intuitive,
and creatively
expressed.
He has stated, “I don’t
know whether my
painting has helped my
cuisine, or whether my
cooking has helped my
painting, and I don’t know if
one borrows from the other. All
I know is that, certainly for me,
cooking and painting can live
in harmony together. Both
are different expressions of
who I am and both enhance
my life considerably.”
Pépin began painting over 50 years
ago, starting with hand-illustrated
menus created to celebrate the joy of
mealtime gatherings for friends and
family. Since then, he has expanded to
capturing animals (particularly roosters
and chickens), farm scenes and rural
landscapes in a charming, pastoral style
with a vivid palette.

Signed commemorative exhibition posters
are available for purchase in Overbrook Gift Shop.

Robert Dash uses photomontage to create a surreal conversation between everyday foods and microscopic
parts of themselves. This exhibition offers a unique perspective on how one part of nature – our food –
is intrinsically connected to climate change. Dash’s arresting photographs engage visitors in complex
issues surrounding the state of food on our dinner plates and the future of our planet.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
MICRO VIEWS OF SUSTENANCE: THREATS AND PROSPECTS

ROBERT DASH

on view

Traveling Photography Exhibition

February 18 – June 5, 2022
Opening reception Thursday, Feb 17 6–8pm
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ART AT THE SM&NC

COLLECTIONS

SPOTLIGHT

fellow explorers.
Disastrous
setbacks,
including their
ship America
being crushed
by polar ice
in November
1903, left the
men stranded
and prevented
them from ever
reaching their
destination.

This striking black and white
photograph, Anton M. Vedoe on
Skis, taken by photographer and
polar explorer Anthony Fiala, depicts
fellow pioneer Vedoe standing
against a blustery sky, white tent,
and crisp snow. Standing atop wooden
skis, Anton Vedoe, along with Fiala and
33 other men, attempted to reach the
North Pole in March 1903 in what was
known as the Ziegler Polar Expedition.
Efforts to reach the North Pole to
establish a “farthest North” record
intensified around the turn of the century.
At the time of their 1903 departure, the
distinction of being first to the pole had
not yet been claimed.
Departing Franz Joseph Land (now
Russian territory) in the Summer of 1903,
Fiala was equipped with the steam yacht
America, hundreds of dogs, dozens of
horses, one hundred tons of food, and 34
9

The man
depicted in this
photograph,
Anton Vedoe,
was an Assistant
Engineer on the
unsuccessful
expedition.
Difficult weather
conditions
prevented the
men from reaching their objective, however,
Vedoe’s discovery of a coal seam was
critical to the group’s survival as fuel and
food dwindled. The trip was not a complete
disappointment, as significant scientific
and mapping work was conducted during
the team’s time in the Arctic. Miraculously,
despite being stranded with diminishing
supplies and inclement weather north of
the Arctic, 34 of the 35 expedition members
survived. The whaling ship Terra Nova
rescued the survivors in July 1905.
This photograph is on display in the lobby
of the Bendel Mansion, hung alongside
a pair of skis worn by Vedoe during his
polar expedition.

ANTHONY FIALA

(American 1869-1950)
Anton M. Vedoe on Skis, ca. 1903-1904
Digital reproduction of an albumen print
17 1/2 x 22 inches
SM&NC Collection

SUNDAY FARM MARKET

Fest Sundays

3 ENHANCED SUNDAYS

ALL-INCLUSIVE ADMISSION PRICE

FEBRUARY 27 and MARCH 6 & 13
ALL-INCLUSIVE ENTRY FEE FROM

10 am – 2 pm

Director’s Circle: FREE
Family PLUS Members: One FREE Pre-registered Sunday; $10/person thereafter
Members: $10/person
Non-Members: $20/person
*Members will enjoy opportunities for advance pre-registration*
We’re celebrating the season by bundling all the fun and games of a
mini-festival into a single admission price, three Sundays this winter!
Each Sunday we’ll open our site at 10 am with added attractions, enhanced
programming, and fun seasonal offerings to delight the whole family until 2 pm.
Standard admission rates to the SM&NC apply after 2 pm.
For your convenience, pre-register at www.stamfordmuseum.org/fcbfest

Featuring

SOCK SKATING RINK • STORYTELLING • MEADOW HAY PILE PLAY AREA
FOOD TRUCKS • FARM ANIMAL DEMOS • FOOD FOR THOUGHT EXHIBITION
MAPLE SUGAR DEMOS & TREE TAPPING INFO • SUNDAY FARM MARKET
MUSIC • FREE POPCORN AND MORE • CHILDREN’S GAME ZONE
MAPLE SYRUP SALES & TASTINGS • SWEET MAPLE TREATS
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

FIY:

Our popular series teaches families and kids homesteading and cooking skills that
can easily be done at home. Throughout the year we’ll have opportunities to work
with animals, cook in our kitchens, grow things to take home, and more!

FARM IT YOURSELF
Extreme Maple Syrup

Session I: Saturday, February 26
Session II: Saturday, March 5
2 – 3:30 pm
Join us for our annual behind-the-scenes look at
our maple operation! Help to collect the sap run
of the day, see how much syrup has been made
so far for the season and how we go from sap
to syrup. We’ll also do a maple syrup taste test
challenge and get to try a variety of infused maple
syrups to see what your favorite is! As always,
we’ll reward our hard work with one of our
favorite treats—ice cream with maple syrup! Meet
at the Maple Sugar House. Limited to 15 people
per session.
Members: $10/person
Non-Members: $12/person

Seed Sowing for Spring

Ages 6+
Sunday, March 20 | 2 – 3 pm
There has been such a renewed interest in
growing food in individual yards! Make the
most of Connecticut’s growing season as we
learn how to sow seeds to be planted later in
the spring. From germination times to growing
seasons, and using containers versus in-ground
planting, discover how best to produce some
of your own food this spring! Each participant
will take home sowed seeds for their garden.
Limited to 12 people. Children may not be
dropped off for this program. All participants
need a ticket. Meet at Heckscher Farm Garden.
Members: $10/person
Non-Members: $12/person

VACATION DROP-OFF
					 & BREAK OUT DAYS
Vacation Drop Off Day

Friday, February 18
9:30 am – 12 pm
Join us for a great morning of exploration at
the SM&NC! February can bring snow, maple
syruping, and great winter birds! We’ll explore
what’s happening outside in our forest and look for
early signs of spring. Although we’ll have our own
private classroom and bathroom, we’ll be outside
as much as possible. Limited to 8 students. Please
bring nut-free snack and drink. Children must wear
masks whenever inside or whenever they cannot
distance outside. Additional information will be
sent to registrants.
Members: $35/child
Non-Members: $40/child
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Vacation Break Out Day:
Presidents & Pancakes

Monday, February 21
11:00 am – 3:00 pm
No school? No problem! Join us for a day of
all the best SM&NC has to offer! Discover
all about out 2021 Election on the Farm
presidential winners, our river otters Bert &
Sadie and join us for a reading of Duck for
President to learn about the different types
of ducks in our flock. Meet some live animals
and learn about the reasons behind their
names, create some great self-guided crafts,
and join us at 2:30 for a pancake with maple
syrup and whipped cream! A schedule of
events will be available on our website closer
to the day of the program.
Members: FREE
Non-Members: FREE with Admission

Please note: Some of our program registration policies have changed, please visit our website to learn more.

Wonder Art

Registration for January session opens to all on 12/13.

Registration for spring & summer sessions opens starting on 2/7 depending on Membership level.

Wonder Art Mini Masters (4 weeks)
Ages 18 months – 2 1/2 years

Tuesdays, January 11 – February 1 | 9:45 – 10:30 am or 10:45 – 11:30 am
Saturdays, January 8 – 29 | 10 – 11 am
This mini session will give your young artist an introduction to some of the masters! We’ll share
short books that focus on the art of masters such as Cezanne, then create age-appropriate art
inspired by famous works. Limited to 5 adult/child pairs. This program is planned to be held in
our Knobloch Farmhouse classroom (Heckscher Barn classroom if farmhouse is not available).
Programs will run rain or shine. Cancellations due to weather closures will be refunded.
Members: $68/registrant
Non-Members: $80/registrant
(1 child & 1 adult)

Wonder Art Spring I (6 weeks)
Ages 18 months – 2 1/2 years

Tuesdays, March1 – April 5 | 9:30 – 10:15 am or 10:30 – 11:15 am
Thursdays, March 3 – April 7 | 9:30 – 10:15 am or 10:30 – 11:15 am
Discover the happenings of early spring through age-appropriate art projects and exploration of our
seedlings and our first babies of the season. We’ll use our Heckscher Barn classroom so we can be
outside if weather permits or use the inside space if needed. No raindates for this class. Weatherrelated cancellations will be refunded.
Members: $102/registrant
Non-Members: $120/registrant
(1 child & 1 adult)

Wonder Art Spring II (6 weeks)
Ages 18 months – 2 1/2 years

Tuesdays, April 19 – May 24 | 9:30 – 10:15 am or 10:30 – 11:15 am
Thursdays, April 21 – May 26 | 9:30 – 10:15 am or 10:30 – 11:15 am
Now that spring has fully arrived, we’ll take inspiration from the first flowers, new baby animals, and
the sounds of returning and awakening animals! We’ll use our Heckscher Barn classroom so we can
be outside if weather permits or use the inside space if needed. No raindates for this class. Weatherrelated cancellations will be refunded.
Members: $102/registrant
Non-Members: $120/registrant
(1 child & 1 adult)

Wonder Art Summer
Ages 2 – 3 years

Weekly sessions available Mondays & Wednesdays or Tuesdays & Thursdays.
Visit the Wonder Art page on our website in January for additional information
and summer session dates and times.
Register online for programs at

www.stamfordmuseum.org
12

MLK WEEKEND FUN

MLK WEEKEND WORKSHOPS
Saturday, January 15 – Monday, January 17, 2022 | Ages 7+

Back by popular demand, a series of drop-off workshops and programs for your kids. Sign up for
one or for all! Each program has a limited capacity. Programs will meet at the Knobloch Family
Farmhouse. Masks are required indoors for programs.
Members: $12/child/workshop
Non-Members: $15/child/workshop

Saturday, January 15
WILD Keeper for the Day

Ages 7+ | 11 am – 12 pm or 1 – 2 pm
Discover how we care for our exotic live animals and go behind the scenes to help our animal care staff! Create
diets for our tortoises and lizards, help to exercise our chinchillas, and get an up-close look at some of our more
secretive animals, like our sugar gliders. Limited to 6 participants. Children under 7 may not register for this
program. Please note that a majority of this program will be held in our Heckscher WILD! exhibit building.

Slime Time

Ages 7+ | 11 am – 12 pm or 1 – 2 pm
Calling all slime fans! One of our most popular classes returns! Create a few of our favorite slime recipes and
meet some of our slimiest live creatures too! Children 7 and up may be dropped off for this class or may attend
with 1 adult free of charge. Children under 7 must attend with an adult (free of charge).

SUNDAY, January 16
Snakes of the World

Ages 7+ | 11 am – 12 pm or 1 – 2 pm
Meet amazing snakes from around the world up close and personal. Learn to hold one of our snakes, see how
we provide enrichment and exercise for our snakes, and design your own wooden snake to take home. Limited
to 12 participants. Children 7 and up may be dropped off for this class or may attend with 1 adult free of charge.
Children under 7 must attend with an adult (free of charge).

Farmer for the Day

Ages 7+ | 11 am – 12 pm or 1 – 2 pm
Help our farmers with some daily chores! Create some food for our pigs, help to walk an animal, and provide
some enrichment for some of our farm friends. Make your own butter to take home too! Limited to 6 participants.
Children under 7 may not register for this program. Please note that a majority of this program will be held outside.

MONDAY, January 17
Slime Time

Ages 7+ | 11 am – 12 pm or 1 – 2 pm
Calling all slime fans! One of our most popular classes returns! Create a few of our favorite slime recipes and
meet some of our slimiest live creatures too! Children 7 and up may be dropped off for this class or may attend
with 1 adult free of charge. Children under 7 must attend with an adult (free of charge).

Farmer for the Day

Ages 7+ | 11 am – 12 pm or 1 – 2 pm
Help our farmers with some daily chores! Create some food for our pigs, help to walk an animal, and provide
some enrichment for some of our farm friends. Make your own butter to take home too! Limited to 6 participants.
Children under 7 may not register for this program. Please note that a majority of this program will be held outside.
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VOLUNTEER DAYS & SAVE THE DATES

EcoWork
Volunteer Days

Saturdays, February 12 & March 12 | 10 am — 12 pm | Ages 13+

Need some volunteer hours for graduation? Want to get more experience with land management?
Join us for our EcoWork volunteer days to help with some land use projects at the SM&NC.
Depending on weather, we will work on some ongoing projects, such as trail management,
woodland meadow restoration, or invasive removal. We’ll provide gloves and project materials;
please come dressed for weather.
Members: FREE Non-Members: FREE

AVE
S

D

the
ATEs

Forest Egg Hunt Adventure Registration
• Registration for Family Plus & Director’s Circle opens on 2/28
• Registration for Family level Members opens on 3/7
• Registration for Non-Members opens on 3/14

For ages 2-10. For session dates & times, please visit our website. Please note
that you may only register children under your membership or in your household.
Members: $20/child (all Member adults are free).
Non-Members: $25/child (includes 2 free Non-Member adults – all other
Non-Member attendees must pay regular admission).

Summer Camp 2022 Registration
•
•
•
•

Registration for Family Plus & Director’s Circle opens on 2/7
Registration for Family level Members opens on 2/14
Registration for Non-Members opens on 2/28
6 sessions starting 6/27 and running through 8/5

Summer Camps & Programs:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Woodland Wonder Art (Ages 2 & 3)
Wild at Art (Ages 4 & 5)
Exploring Art & Nature (Grades 1 – 4)
Heckscher Farmers (Grades 1 – 4)
Explorers Adventure Camp (Grades 3 – 7)
NEW! BioDiscovery Science Camp (Grades 6 – 8)
Junior WILD Keepers (Ages 11 – 13)
Junior Curators (Ages 11 – 13)

Spring Family Campout

Friday, April 29 – Saturday, April 30

Get your kids outdoors
this summer! Our small group
camps run by our preschool
and environmental educators
can’t be beat! Please visit our
website in January for more
information on camps
and registration.

Register online for programs at

www.stamfordmuseum.org
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES
Radical Reptiles

Saturday, January 22
2 – 3 pm
Calling all reptile fans! Meet some of our
live reptiles up close and personal! Discover
reptiles that live here in Connecticut, test your
family’s knowledge and win prizes with our
reptile trivia, and try some “Eat like a reptile”
snacks! Limited to 20 participants. Meets at
the Knobloch Family Farmhouse.
Members: $10/person
Non-Members: $12/person

Amphibian Amble

Session I: Friday, March 25
Session II: Friday, April 1
6:30 – 7:30 pm
Our annual favorite returns! Join us for a
chance to try to catch “Salamander Rain,” the
yearly migration of spotted salamanders and
wood frogs to our woodland vernal pools. We’ll
grab our nets and head to the forest. We’ll
learn about the various types of animals that
use the vernal pools throughout the year and
see what we can catch! Meet at the Overbrook
Nature Center. Limited to 15 participants per
session. Recommended for ages 5 and up.
Members: $12/child
Non-Members: $15/child

SuperbOWL Sunday

Sunday, February 6
Session I: 12:30 – 1 pm
Session II: 2 – 3 pm
Session III: 3 – 4 pm
Celebrate one of our favorite days of the year—
SuperbOWL Sunday! No matter who is playing in
the big game, there is always great offense and
defense in the owl world. Discover the types of
owls that call Connecticut home, test yourself
with Owl Call Jeopardy, meet our non-releasable
barred owl, dissect your own owl pellet and take
home a great owl craft for future work! Class is
limited to 10 registrants per session. Children 7
and up may be dropped off for this class or may
attend with 1 adult free of charge. Children under
7 must attend with an adult (free of charge).
Members: $12/child
Non-Members: $15/child

MEmBERS ONLY
Family Maple Boildown
Friday, February 25 | 6 – 7:30 pm
Join us for an evening at the Maple Sugar House as
we turn our maple sap into liquid gold! We’ll have the
evaporator running, the fire pit on, and the farmhouse
classroom open. Try different grades of maple syrup, make
a maple-themed S’more over the campfire, create a craft,
and if we are lucky, taste freshly-made syrup (once cooled
of course!). We’ll have opportunities for families to come
into the sugar house and tables inside and outside available
for crafts and S’mores. Family Maple Boildowns are open
to SM&NC Members only. Limited to 24 participants.
Children under 3 are free and do not need to register.
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Members: $15/person

FARMERGARTEN & BIRTHDAYS

Farmergarten (Ages 4 – 6)

Mondays and Wednesdays | January 24 – June 8 (36 classes) | 9 am – 12 pm

Our Farmergarten class returns for the 2022 winter/spring session! Designed for students who are not
looking for a full week preschool experience, Farmergarten provides many of the traditional aspects of
preschool with amazing hands-on experiences on our Heckscher Farm and with our animals. Students
will plant and harvest in the garden, work directly with our farm and exotic animals, help with seasonal
farm chores, all while exploring the museum’s trails and grounds. Held in our private Heckscher Barn
classroom, Farmergarten is taught by our environmental education and farm curator staff. While it won’t
include all aspects of preschool (such as formal parent-teacher conferences), students will work on
educational benchmarks, in addition to motor and vestibular sense skills, through free play and hands-on
exploration. Staff will also provide feedback to parents throughout the year. No class on 2/21, 4/11, 4/13,
5/30. Class will be cancelled if Stamford Public Schools are closed or delayed. Children must turn 4 by
April 1, 2021 to enroll.

Members: $1,250

Non-Members: $1,450

NEW!

Live animal & Natural Science birthdays!
Check out our updated birthday themes for 2022! Birthdays with
indoor room availability return for mid-January 2022. For more
information and for new themes, visit our website beginning in
December 2021.
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CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP

We Stand with Great Leaders
Our Partners in Environmental Education

Thanks to the generous support from Business Affiliate Partners like First County Bank,
Pitney Bowes, Riley Volvo Cars Stamford, and SL Green Realty Corp, we are
able to educate and inspire thousands of students in our area.

We are pleased to welcome several new and returning Business Affiliate Partners –
ConnectiCare, People’s United Community Foundation, and Savings
Bank of Danbury. Our partners help us sustain and increase our art and educational
programming year after year so we can continue to offer in-school programs like “Meet the
Animals,” in which our staff brings live animals into the classroom, and our seasonal on-site
programs like Apple Cidering and Maple Sugaring.
We are proud to have launched our Neighborhood Partners
program under the Business Affiliate Membership umbrella to engage
local businesses in and around the area. Founding Members include
Homelight and Stamford Twin Rinks. This affordable new
partnership tier allows small businesses to enhance employee
benefits with SM&NC visitation opportunities, and gain
exposure via on-site brand recognition.
For information about our Business Affiliates Membership Program and the benefits
your company and employees can enjoy, including significant corporate facility
use discounts, employee volunteer opportunities, and more, please contact
Karen Meizels at 203.977.6538 or kmeizels@stamfordmuseum.org.
For a complete listing of our Business Affiliate Members and membership benefits,
visit our website at www.stamfordmuseum.org/affiliates.
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We strongly
encourage our
SM&NC Members
and friends to use the
goods and services
of our trusted
community partners.

Neighborhood partners

Do you own or manage a small business near us?

We’re offering neighborhood businesses new partnership opportunities that include:

• Special Discounts for Your Customers
• On-site Promotional Opportunities
• Membership and Visitation Opportunities for Employees
To learn more, email emcnamara@stamfordmuseum.org or call 203.977.6533.

MEMBERSHIP • VOLUNTEERING • FACILITY USE

Membership is your passport to all the wonders of the SM&NC!
UNLIMITED Year-Round Admission to our Grounds and Museum.
• 10% Discount in our Gift Shop
• 50% Admission on Fest days & priority pre-registration
• Discounts on programs, classes, camps, and events
• Members-only “Digital First Look” at NEXT Magazine
• Host On-Site Birthday Parties

• Exclusive pre-registration for camps
• Family Plus Members receive 10 guest passes annually
• Director’s Circle Members enjoy 20%-30% discounts
off facility rentals

For more information visit www.stamfordmuseum.org/membership or call 203.977.6533

Volunteer
THE

@

SM&NC

We rely on the enthusiastic commitment of
dedicated volunteers, and offer individuals and
small groups rewarding opportunities to support
our mission as both a fine art museum and an
educational nature center.
Work in areas like farm maintenance, light
carpentry, family festivals and other special
events, or assist our administrative staff with
special projects and office work.

Volunteers from MBIA helped us with important projects.

Join us! Contact Eileen at 203.977.6533 or
emcnamara@stamfordmuseum.org.

INDOOR VENUES & OUTDOOR SPACES

FOR TRADITIONAL OR Socially Distanced EVENTS

Holiday Parties • Weddings • Corporate Events • Private Events
Check out 360o virtual tours at www.stamfordmuseum.org/venues
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39 Scofieldtown Road, Stamford, CT 06903
HOURS:
Stamford Museum Galleries & Bendel Mansion
Monday – Saturday, 9 am – 4:30 pm; Sunday, 11 am – 4:30 pm
November – January
Monday – Saturday, 9 am – 5 pm; Sunday, 11 am – 5 pm
February – October
Heckscher Farm
Daily 9 am – 5 pm; April – October
Daily 9 am – 4 pm; November – March
Heckscher WILD!
Tuesday – Sunday, 2 – 4 pm
Nature’s Playground, Hiking Trails
Daily, 9 am – 4:30 pm (weather permitting); November – January
Daily, 9 am – 5 pm (weather permitting); February – October
Overbrook Nature Center & Gift Shop
Winter Hours: Weekends, 10 am – 4 pm
SM&NC Closed
New Years Day, Thanksgiving Day & Christmas Day.
1:00 pm close on Christmas Eve & New Years Eve.

The Stamford Museum & Nature Center
is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.

Register online for programs at

www.stamfordmuseum.org

Your Annual Appeal gift propels us.
As we welcome 2022, it’s only fitting to reflect upon everything
you’ve helped make possible over this past year. Thank you.
With this year’s Annual Appeal, we ask you to make an end-of-year
contribution to sustain us and the programs you cherish.
Please give confidently and generously, knowing you’re championing a
nimble nonprofit and beloved jewel in the crown of our community.
Your contribution is 100% tax-deductible and directly impacts
everything we do.
With heartfelt thanks,

Harry Day
President, Board of Directors

Melissa H. Mulrooney
Chief Executive Officer

P.S. You can also give securely online
at stamfordmuseum.org/give
Does your employer match
charitable donations? If so, your
gift doubles in impact!

www.stamfordmuseum.org
203.977.6521

“Hey, hi there from Heckscher Farm!”

www.stamfordmuseum.org/next
SM&NC Membership Information
203.977.6533

